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Press release

May 6, 2005

MANCHESTER CITY CENTRE GOES CULTURE CRAZY

Manchester’s unique cultural diversity is set to be celebrated at the city’s first ever ‘culturemarket’.

A performance by the Manchester-based BBC Philharmonic of a specially-commissioned new composition, a challenge to find the ‘brains of Manchester’, a fashion show and the chance to improve DJ-ing skills are among a host of inspiring and unusual activities that visitors to St Ann’s Square, in the heart of the city centre, will experience on May 21 (from noon to 4pm).

Culturemarket will bring together leading cultural organisations from across the North West as part of the ‘one small step’ campaign, a regional promotion designed to celebrate and advance all forms of adult learning, to mark the start of Adult Learners’ Week (May 21-27) and provide a bridge to Museums and Galleries Month (to May 31).

Other culturemarket highlights are workshops in science, Asian, African and Chinese art, archaeology, dance, crafts, photography, poetry plus musical activity ranging from bhangra and choral singing to jazz, soul, R ‘n B and rap.

Sports fans will be able to enjoy basketball coaching while a big screen will relay the FA Cup Final between Manchester United and Arsenal live from the Millennium Stadium.

“There’ll be something for everyone and we hope that by offering people the opportunity to try something new, they might be tempted to follow up their interest in the future,” said Clare Connor, Chief Executive of MLA North West, the regional agency for the museums, libraries and archives sector.

More….

2/…

MLA North West has spearheaded the one small step campaign to raise awareness of Adult Learners’ Week and to flag the wide-ranging opportunities in both the cultural and education sectors. Adult Learners’ Week is an opportunity for adults to have a go at something new, and an opportunity for education providers to show what is on offer.  It also presents a platform for the cultural sector to demonstrate their impressive collections and expertise.
“Museums, libraries and archives play a unique role in connecting people to knowledge and information, creativity and inspiration,” continued Clare Connor.

“The North West is a huge cultural melting pot, and culturemarket is an opportunity for people to exchange, consume and interact with some of the region’s leading cultural organisations.”

Culturemarket will be launched with the premiere of Barry Russell’s ‘Fanfare for St Ann’.  Performed by players from the BBC Philharmonic and the Royal Northern College of Music, the composition heralds a new partnership between the BBC Phil and the University of Manchester’s archaeology department, whose research into the history and architecture of St Ann’s Square has influenced the piece.   The bells of St Ann’s Church, which are rarely heard, will be rung as part of the performance.  The collaboration with culturemarket is part of the BBC Philharmonic’s celebrations to mark its 70th birthday season in the city.

‘Challenge the Librarian, an activity that will encourage the public to challenge a librarian to answer any question thrown at them, aims to hand over the ultimate accolade of Brains of the City. And an interactive piece of art will develop as the day progresses, with people being invited to help create an eco-sculpture in the square.

Ms Connor added: “All the activities at culturemarket have been put together with the public in mind – people will be encouraged to get involved in anything they fancy. The event aims to create a platform for people to have a go at something new, to learn something new and find out what’s available to them.”

ENDS

Participating organisations and individuals include:

BBC Philharmonic

Black Arts Alliance

Blackburn and Darwen C21 Project

Bolton Museum and Art Gallery

Bread and Butter

Julia Brosnan (author and journalist)

CANsing

Raphael Chikuwa (Zimbabwean curator and artist)

CIDS

Chinese Arts Centre

Cornerhouse

Funky Dohl (bhangra and traditional Asian drumming)

LIME

Manchester Art Gallery

Manchester Childrens Fund

Manchester Craft and Design Centre

Manchester Libraries

Manchester Museum

Manchester Sports Development

Massive UK (jazz, soul, R ‘n B and rap)

Claire Mooney (singer/composer)

Northern Belly Company

Ordsall Community Arts

Pow Wow Eco Arts

RNCM Sax Quartet

Rogue Artist Studios

Royal Exchange

Spearfish

Stockport Heritage Service

University of Manchester

URBIS

For media enquiries, please contact Dave Weston or Lindsey Shaughnessy at Staniforth on 0161 274 0138 or 0161 274 0117 – email david.weston@staniforth.co.uk or lindsey.shaughnessy@staniforth.co.uk
Notes to Editors

· Culturemarket was conceived and developed for MLA North West by Frankie Mullen and James Walmsley (contact: 0777 563 5674)
· Adult Learner’s Week is an opportunity to celebrate, promote and advance all forms of learning. It is co-ordinated nationally by NIACE (the National Institute of Adult Continuing Education) and core-funded by the Department for Education and Skills, the European Social Fund and learndirect.

· MLA North West is committed to developing accessible, inclusive collections and services that provide lifelong learning, inspiration and enjoyment for all.

· MLA North West provides innovative services and strategic leadership for the region’s 160 museums, 40 major archives and 500 libraries.

· MLA North West’s aim is to maximise the contribution this sector makes to the North West’s cultural, educational and economic prosperity.

· MLA North West is one of nine regional agencies in the UK tasked with the promotion and development of the sector nationwide.

· A partnership of regional organisations has contributed to the one small step campaign. They are:
· MLA North West

· Greater Manchester Strategic Health Authority

· Government Office North West

· Learning Skills Council Greater Manchester

· Lifelong Learning Partnership

· Manchester Basic Skills Consortium

· Nextstep Network

· Pre Retirement Association for Greater Manchester

· NIACE

· Aim Higher Greater Manchester

· BBC GMR and CSV

· Manchester City Council –Manchester Adult Education Service

· MANCAT
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