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PROFESSIONAL CONSERVATORS IN PRACTICE
CONSERVATION SKILLS:  SHARPENING EDGE TOOLS
PC6702
6-9 NOVEMBER 2006  
This is a professional course for all conservators using knives, blades and woodworking hand tools. Starting with the metallurgy of carbon steels, through to the best technique for sharpening both by hand and machine.

During the course conservators can make a blade in Japanese carbon steel encompassing forging, hardening and tempering. All types and method of abrasives from Japanese stone to diamond stones, pastes and ceramics. This is a practical course designed to lift existing hand skills to a high professional level and offer the opportunity to learn the latest techniques and use a wide variety of machines available for grinding.

Course Leader

Bernard Allen is a self-employed designer-craftsman, producing traditional and modern furniture, screens, architectural and ecclesiastical commissions, and small turned items.  He specialises in libraries and built the library at West Dean.  He happy to talk to any prospective participants on (01691) 828738.

Participants

The course is run annually for students on the West Dean programme of Conservation-Restoration of Books and Library Materials, and we are able to offer places to outside participants.

OUTLINE PROGRAMME

Day 1

Before Dinner
Welcome Talk, Oak Hall

Evening
Meet in the main workshop with an open discussion about edge tools to be sharpened with the different types of abrasives and machinery that will be available for use.

Day 2

Morning
A general discussion on health and safety during the course. Japanese Water Stones.  Lapping techniques.

 
Diamond hones.  Diamond lapping pastes.  Bench grinders.

Afternoon
Grinding angles. Blade sharpening lectures and individual tuition.  Tuning woodworking planes.

Evening

Video and lectures on diamond hones and Japanese sword making.

Day 3

Morning
Continue with the sharpening of blades.  Making a blade.  Forging.

Afternoon 
Making a blade from Japanese Shiro Gami, white paper steel. Forging using charcoal, grinding, hardening and tempering. 

Evening
Demonstration for sharpening and tuning the tools that students bring.

Day 4

Morning
Open house to include all tools that have not been dealt with.

 

Continue with the tuning of additional tools.

Lecture on carbon steel.

Afternoon
Open discussion on the techniques used. Where to buy materials and tools. 

Non-residential course fee:  £315
Fully inclusive residential course fee:   
Shared bathroom facilities £435

Standard room with private bathroom facilities £477

Superior room with private bathroom facilities £501
HOW TO BOOK

Please complete one booking form, or copy of form, per person per course and enclose a deposit for each course booked. On receipt of your booking, we will send all the further details you will need for your visit, including the course details, full details of cancellation conditions and your final payment slip. Travel instructions will be sent to all students.
For further information on the course, please contact Liz Campbell: liz.campbell@westdean.org.uk or +44 (0) 1243 818219.
For further information about booking please telephone the Admissions Office on +44 (0)1243 811301.

Website:  www.westdean.org.uk
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CONSERVATION STUDIES
COURSE BOOKING FORM

TITLE, FORENAMES AND SURNAME

ORGANISATION

POSITION
ADDRESS
POSTCODE
TEL (home) (other)
EMAIL
Non-residential Fully residential course fees
course fee
Shared bathroom Standard room Superior room
facilities with private with private
bathroom facilities bathroom facilities

Building Conservation Masterclass pledsetick please tidk please tick please tick
2 days (BC2D 16, BC2D17,BC2D18) ors U £55 [ e [ 9o L
3 days a0 U es30 [ e U es96 [
Professional Conservators in Practice
All courses except those below w5 [ 35 [ 77 eso [
PCET04 0 [ es70 [ 6 [ g5 [
PC6703 eso0 L oo [ o L o [
Twin occupancy (prices are per person per night) £38 D £42 D
Narme of person to share with:

COURSE CODE DATES INSERT TOTAL AMOUNT £

(Course fee and/or accommodation fee - if applicable)

Access by wheelchair required? O Vegetarian? | Any special requirements?

PAYMENT DETAILS
DEPOSIT PER COURSE (Non refundable)
3 days and over £50 O

|-2 days £25 I Cancellation protection is available. Full details are available on request.

| enclose a cheque for £ payable to 'The Edward James Foundation'

FULL FEE D or DEPCSIT D now and | will forward the balance 6 weeks before the start date of the course

or please charge my Mastercard /Visa account:

CARD NUMBER:

INAME (as on card): EXPIRY DATE (as on card).

SIGNATURE: DATE:

*If you require a pro-forma invoice please tick here 1=

——

Please turn over
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CONSERVATION STUDIES
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

TO BE COMPLETED BY APPLICANTS FOR ALL COURSE

Participants will ideally have a training/experience in the field, and/or a minimum of two years' practical experience. Please give a description of

your education, qualifications and previous training

Please state your present employment and main area of work

What experience have you had relating to the subject of this course?

Please state any specific topics you would hope to cover on the course

| wish to receive further information fromWest Dean College YES 1 ~no

PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM TO:

The Admissions Office, West Dean College, West Dean, Chichester, West Sussex PO18 0QZ
Registered Charity No. 306372
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